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OR News
The California Faculty Association
Continues to Rally for Change
Mary Freeman, Assistant News Editor
Mary _Freeman@csumb.edu

Ever since the San Francisco Chronicle’s
July 2006 release of documents revealing the
California State University [CSU] system’s
executive pay perks and abuses, public offi
cials and organizations, like the California
Faculty Association [CFA], have called for
a statewide ran audit of the CSU system.
On Nov. 10 they got their wish when a state
audit report was released, titled “California
State University: It Needs to Strengthen It’s
Oversight and Establish Stricter Policies
for Compensating Current and Former
Employees.”
The report recommended the board of
Trustees develop a system to better monitor
compensation practices and the hourly work
week for faculty, assuring that it wont be
over . It also suggested the board consider
total compensation other than just cash
compensation, when attempting to stay
competitive with other similar institutions.

New
SERVICE
HUB FOR

MontereySalinas
Transit
Now Open
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This recommendation hits at the core of
the Board of Trustees reasoning for their
former compensation practices, having
said that they need to stay comparable and
competitive to other institutions.
The report also asked that the Board
create clearer and stricter expectations
for the Chancellor’s office, and that the
Chancellor be required to attempt to achieve
cost effectiveness for the university, as well
as publish achievements or deliverables in
the Chancellor’s annual report.
Leaves of absence should also be looked
at more closely, said the report, in order to
protect against employees taking significant
leaves of absence and then not returning
to work afterwards. In one case that the
report cited, “one individual, who received
compensation totaling $102,000 during a
seven-year leave on the premise that he was
gaining experience that would benefit the
university on his return, never returned to
university employment.”
The report also attacked the Board’s
lack of limitations on relocation expense

Auvria Hampton, Staff Reporter
Auvria_Hampton@csumb.edu

The city of Marina has many transit users
and the need for a central bus hub has
finally been met. The new Marina Transit
Exchange (MTE) opened Oct. 1 and can
now provide adequate bus service to its
growing population.
The Exchange has the capacity for eight
buses and includes a single-story customer
service, building with amenities such as:
covered waiting areas for customers, a
customer service help window, employee
break area and restrooms, public
restrooms, bike lockers and parking for
customers and Monterey-Salinas Transit
(MST) employees.
The site is located at 280 Reservation
Road, at the end of De Forest Road. This
replaced the Marina Transit Station on

reimbursements. Part of CSU policy states
that when hiring a new employee in which
relocation is required, the CSU system can
provide relocation reimbursements. In 2003,
the Chancellor’s office offered the position
of President at the Sacramento campus to an
individual whose relocation reimbursement
included $65,000 in closing costs for the
person’s current and former residences, as
well as a $164,000 loan for escrow costs and
a $69,000 loan for mortgage payments.
The report also asked that the Board
continue to work closely with the California
Faculty Association [CFA] in collective
bargaining in order to strengthen it’s policies
on dual-employment, which currently state
that while employees are allowed to hold
positions outside of the CSU system while
employed they are not allowed to seek
positions that may be a conflict of interest.
The report also uncovered that there has
been a 25 percent pay increase between 2002
and 2007 for CSU executives, while student
fees have continued to increase.
The Board responded in agreement with
all recommendations given to them by
the state auditor. CSU Board of Trustee’s
spokesperson Paul Browning stated,
“We felt the report found that actions
taken by the CSU were appropriate, and

we were satisfied that it was conducted
in a thorough manner and it was fair
and balanced.” Browning continued that
the Board will, “take the audit findings and
determine the best way to implement. the
recommendations.”
However, the report was not taken
into consideration on Nov. 14 when the
Board sent a budget of $4.7 billion to the
governor. According to Browning, the audit
did not seem to require any changes in the
Board’s budgeting practices.
The budget included a request that
the state give an additional $73 million
in order to keep student fees from raising
another 10 percent, an action that has been
called into question by many media outlets.
CSU Monterey Bay’s Associated Students
moved on Dec. 3 to oppose any student fee
increases for the 2008-2009 academic year.
The CFA stated that the report confirms
what they have been saying for quite some
time. They went on to state, “ The problems
enumerated in the audit raise questions about
the competency of the Chancellor’s Office
and its methodology in decision-making.”
This report is only half of a two-part audit
that will continue in Dec. when the state
audits the CSU system’s practices regarding
gender and ethnicity.

Seacrest Avenue, one block west along
Reservation Road.
Laurel Smelser, a customer service
representative and an employee of the
Monterey-Salinas Transit for four and a half
years said, “It’s wonderful. I wish we could
duplicate it in Salinas.”
The Exchange also offers the MST on-call
system. Daniel Celayll, a driver for the oncall system explained that the service which
started running Nov. 23, is a system that offers
a convenient mini-bus service throughout
most of Marina, shuttling passengers outside
of the standard service area.
The on call service is great for residents
and students who need to get around the
city where buses do not or can not go. A
passenger can call, schedule a pick-up time
and the minibus will pick you up to take you
to where you need to go.
Hionok, a passenger on the on-call mini

bus explained that her son told her about
the on-call system and now she uses it to go
around Marina. Hionok said, “I love it.”
The MTE is a two part project that will
include the development of facilities to
accommodate the growing population of the
city of Marina as well as MST’s regional
passengers.
Phase one is the bus service currently in
operation. Phase two of the project will
expand the development to include a mixed
use of commercial and residential transitoriented properties; however, the plan is
contingent on the contractor who chooses to
develop the area.
For the community, Smelser said, “[the
Marina Transit exchange is] a real asset
[and] a comfortable place to wait for
a bus.”

Pondering Politics Over a Pint
Michael Tyler, Staff Reporter
Michael_Tyler@csumb.edu

Derived from the from Latin root word
“liberalis,” the word liberal can be
applied as “generous” or “open-minded.”
For the past four and a half years this
definition has described a project named
Drinking Liberally, an organization that
builds progressive thinking through social
gatherings at watering-holes throughout the
country.
Founded in the spring of2003 by Harvard
alumni Justin Krebs, Drinking Liberally
is a throwback concept of open-forum
discussion where individuals practice
elements of democracy over a pint or two
of beer. “It’s a place where people can learn
from one another in a social atmosphere and
create a political identity,” said Krebs.
“We felt that elected leaders had fallen
asleep on certain issues and that people
had become hesitant to voice their opinions

publicly,” said Krebs in a phone interview,
“we wanted to create a place where people
could voice their concerns openly.”
The first Drinking Liberally meeting took
place in Rudy’s Bar, located in New York’s
infamous Hell’s Kitchen, Krebs continued,
“the manager’s name was Johnny Dirt, it
was really a rough place. Word got out that
we were into progressive politics and then
things really took off.”
Chapters of Drinking Liberally soon
opened in San Francisco, Oakland, Houston,
and even Boise, Idaho. “People just wanted
to find other people who shared similar
political philosophies,” said Krebs. There
are now 221 chapters in the United States,
including Anchorage, Alaska, Moscow,
Idaho, Melbourne, Australia, Calgary,
Canada, and Monterey, CA.
“We’ve been meeting in Monterey for
about a year now,” said Annie Ho, host
of the peninsula’s chapter of Drinking
Liberally. “We are thinking of expanding

into Salinas as well.”
Topics of discussion tend to lean toward
local elections, current events, and politics.
But this can act as just a starting point to
making social connections to other quality
organizations. “People can volunteer or
become active in campaigns. It really has
a multiplier effect for those interested
in participating in our democracy,” said
Krebs.
The Monterey chapter has tried several
downtown locations, but has recently
decided to frequent the 01’ Factory Café in
Sand City. “They have an excellent selection
of German beers and a large bar and tables
to use. We want to start meeting there on the
first Wednesday of each month, from 6:30
p.m. till around 10 p.m,” said Ho.
The 01’ Factory Café welcomes open
discussion and newcomer groups like
Drinking Liberally. “It’s a great idea,” said
manager Matthew Talley, “the original idea
of coffee-house culture is that people would

come together and talk about politics.”
“We have 12 beers on tap and offer
30 bottled brands of imports and micro
brews,” said Talley, “but we also have eight
different coffees, an espresso bar, a juice
bar, or choose from the menu and get an
organic-beef burger with homemade fries
if you want.”
“It’s all about being comfortable with
social connections and letting food, drink
and politics restore the real meaning of
liberal,” said Krebs. “We also have meetings
for Laughing Liberally, Eating Liberally,
and Reading Liberally,” he added.
Those interested in the Monterey Chapter
of Drinking Liberally can find out more at
http://monterey.drinkingliberally.org or stop
by 01’ Factory Café, 1725 Contra Costa St.
in Sand City on the first Wednesday of each
month around 6:30 p.m. To get there take
highway 1, exit Canyon Del Rey, turn left
onto Del Monte Blvd., then left onto Contra
Costa Blvd.

Fresh, Simple, & Flavorful!
Serving Bistro dishes nightly:
PHOTO BY MICHAEL TYLER

•Fresh Seasonal Seafood: Swordfish, Ahi Tuna, Salmon,
Seabass, Halibut, etc... - Grilled, Pan Roasted or Blackened
•Free Range Steaks: Au Poivre (Peppered) or Grilled
Filet Mignon..., Rib-Eye...
Matt Talley is the manager and bar tender at the 01’ Factory Café.

FullBar

•Braised Australian Lamb Shank,
Service
Chicken Breast Picatta, Pork Tenderloin Medallions

•Vegetarian and Pasta Dishes
•Home-made Desserts - Créme Brülée, Tiramisu, etc.

“...what a gem...”
PHOTO BY BRITTANY FISCHER

Penelope LaFontaine
Monterey County Weekly

2006 Carmel Magazines

Critic’s Choice

Reservations 831.883.1207
Dinner Nightly from 5pm
Closed Sunday
330 Reservation Road, Marina

Dishes
BISTRO & GRILL

Happy Holidays!
OI’ Factory Café serves as meeting place for the Drinking Liberally club.
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NORTH QUAD
RESIDENTS UNDER FIRE
Elvia Silva, Staff Reporter
Elvia_Silva@csumb.edu

Residents in North Quad (NQ) Apartments
were warned that they could face being
charged for the actions of other students.
Resident Advisors held floor meetings
early November about increases they saw
in vandalism, which included damage to
buildings, pulling fire alarms and destruction
to elevators.
The main problem plaguing NQ
Apartments are fire alarms going off at
all hours of the night. According to Don
Yackley, director of Residential Life (RL),
“12 alarms have gone off because of burnt
food and only one has been pulled by a
student.”
Many residents cook in their rooms and
if they are not being careful, it can bum
and the alarms will go off. “The biggest
offender is the burning of popcorn. People
need to be more careful about their food,”
said Lieutenant Earl Lawson, from the
University Police Department (UPD).
NQ has also seen an increase in
vandalism toward fire equipment such
as fire extinguishers. “There have been
some incidents of people stealing the fire
extinguishers or setting them off,” said
Jennifer Plueard, the community director
forNQ.
Setting off the fire alarms or the fire
extinguishers is very dangerous and illegal.
Aside from receiving disciplinary action
from RL, the offender will also face legal
ramifications.
“It’s a misdemeanor offense to tamper or
take fire equipment, any fire equipment, and
that includes alarms” explained Lawson.
According to Lawson, “if a student gets
hurt trying to get out of the building then
the person who pulled the alarm could be
liable and will be facing a felony on top of
Residential Life consequences which could
be kicking the offender out of housing.”
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The problem with alarms being pulled
is that students are becoming accustomed
to them and are not coming out of the
buildings when the alarms are going off.
“It can be dangerous for students to not
take the alarms seriously. Smoke inhalation
can be very dangerous, and the Police/ Fire
Department can’t go around every room to
make sure everyone is out of the building,”
detailed Lawson.
According to Plueard, the fire alarms
going off are not the only problem, “we
have seen a lot of vandalism to school
property, like marking on the walls and
furniture and the stealing of the light bulbs
from the elevators.”
The vandalism in NQ will have
consequences not only for the people
who commit the crime, but for all the
residents as well. “Residential Life has
the right to charge residents for damages
to the buildings,” said Yackley. Residents
are encouraged to report anyone they see
damaging the building or pulling the fire
alarms. If damage happens on a certain
floor then that specific floor will be charged
for the damage if no one is caught. The
charges will be split up between all the
residents.
RL has not charged people before, but
if forced to they will. According to Plueard
“we have two floors this semester that will
be charged for damages sustained to un
repairable bulletin boards.”
When there are a lot of damages to
buildings the costs are put upon the
incoming residents for future years, driving
up the cost of housing.
RL and the UPD ask the residents of NQ
to be careful when cooking and to report
any incidents that they see. If students have
any ideas on how to educate residents email community director, Jennifer Plueard
on First Class, CSUMB’s email service.
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December is for Donating
Quinn To, Staff Reporter
QUINN_TO@CSUMB.EDU

The holidays are all about making others
happy. Seeing the look on a loved one’s
face when they open a present or the joy of
decorating the tree is what gives the holiday
season its joyous appeal.
The holidays are also about giving back
and being generous with what we have.
Monterey County provides many outlets
to do this through donations and charities
around the area. The great thing about
giving is it’s personal; one can give as little
or as much as they want or have.
One way to give this year is through
the Salvation Army’s Good Samaritan
Center. Diana Gomes is the director of the
center which is part of the Social Service
Department of the Salvation Army. Gomes
said, “this is the only place in Monterey
County where those less fortunate can
receive hot showers, a hot meal and even
do their laundry.”
Those looking to donate can drop off
food, toys and blankets to their Sand
City location. The items are kept at the
center and those who need it can come in
whenever they like and pick up the items
they need. Gomes states that this Christmas,
“We hope to serve 750 families with food
boxes and toys.” The Naval Post Graduate
School fraternities volunteered to package
the boxes this year.
Another place looking to receive
donations is One Warm Coat held at the
Del Monte Center in Monterey. The Del
Monte Center is working with the local
Girl Scouts to put on this event that donates
coats to those who need to stay warm this
season. Gina Urmatan, who is in charge
of the event this year said, “Coats can be
dropped off until Jan. 1, 2008 and will be
given to the Girl Scout organization who
will then disperse them around the area to
those in need.”
The Del Monte Center will be working
with non-profit organizations to provide
free gift wrapping until Christmas Eve this

year. Volunteers from local schools provide
free gift-wrapping for shoppers in return
of cash donations to fund various school
projects. Los Arboles School parent and gift
wrapping volunteer Sandy Tamiano said,
“they provide everything; wrapping paper,
bows, tape and boxes,” and while business
has been quiet, Tamiano said “it’s still a
great thing for us.”
The Monterey County
Sheriffs
Department is also doing their share of
charity this holiday season with their annual
Teddy Bear Drive. Newly purchased teddy
bears and stuffed animals will be collected
and given to children needing a holiday
gift. Bears can be dropped off at any of
the Sheriff’s Office’s three locations in
Monterey, Salinas or King City until Dec.
31. Crime Prevention Specialist Donna
Galletti says the program was initially,
developed for deputy’s making house calls
on domestic abuse reports where children
were involved. The drive has been going
on for almost 15 years and has provided
presents for children who may have been
involved in any difficult situation such as
adoption, abuse or a serious illness. “At
least it gives them a little bit of comfort,”
said Galletti.
During the holiday season, bears are
collected and dispersed to needy children
with the help of the Boys and Girls Club,
the YWCA and the Girl Scouts. Last year,
close to 2,000 teddy bears and stuffed
animals were collected and given out. If
those wanting to donate do not have- the
time, a cash donation can be given to the
Sheriff’s Office in any amount to buy teddy
bears. Galletti said, “we try to keep it pretty
simple for people who want to donate.”
Carmel Plaza is accepting food donations
for local families in need. They have teamed
up with Food Bank for the Monterey
County to collect any food items such as
canned goods, rice, pasta or any other non
perishables that are unopened. This gives
shoppers around the area a convenient
way to help out the community and make
someone’s holiday a little better. Donations
can be dropped off at the concierge center

at the plaza and will be accepted until
Christmas Eve. Monetary donations will
also be accepted at the concierge location.
Local businesses such as Curves, who
have locations in Monterey, Marina,
Salinas and Carmel, are also providing
places to drop off any goods that can be
donated. Monterey Curves manager Linda
Giammanco said, “We are working with
the Salvation Army to donate items to those
less fortunate.” Any non-perishable items
are accepted starting Dec. 1. Giammanco
also said the items could be delivered to
local churches as well.
The Del Monte Safeway grocery store
makes it very easy for patrons to donate
food. Right now and up until Christmas
they have set up 50 gallon barrels for
customers to drop off any extra food they
may choose to buy while doing their grocery

shopping. The food will then be donated to
community food banks. Last year, Safeway
Inc. was able to donate 1.8 million meals to
individuals around the country.
Don’t forget, the holiday season is just
around the comer and it is important to
give as well as receive. By donating food,
money, toys or just time, you can make the
holidays a special time for those who may
have otherwise not been so fortunate.

PHOTOS BY QUINN TO
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No Ice for Monterey
Esther Goshorn, Staff Reporter
Esther_goshorn@csumb.edu

Christmas is the “season to be jolly.”
This saying is true for everyone except
the residents of Monterey County. The
Monterey Fairgrounds will not be hosting
their holiday ice skating event this year.
“Three months ago we found out that
the North Freemont Business District
of Monterey (NFBDM) was not going
to manage the ice skating rink,” said
Alex Goodman, office secretary for the
Fairgrounds. “We are just the landlords.”
Shirley Winter, a professional ice-capades
skater and coach was very disappointed to
hear the news. “When we heard the news
we were disappointed. There was a lot of
anticipation from the families. A lot of kids
were anticipating it because we had a lot of
fun last year,” Winter said. “Last year the
NFBDM did a beautiful job setting up the
ice skating rink.”
Rene Shamburger, a Monterey resident
and executive administrator for Cypress
Asset Management, believed that taking
away the ice rink gives the NFBDM a bad
reputation. “I think they should stay open

Shirley Winter ana family skating on the ice.
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for it takes away social activities for us to
engage in. Closing the doors gives them a
temptation of negativity.”
The Fairgrounds’ response was, “We are
very sad it is not going to happen this year,”
added Goodman. “It became a community
asset for Monterey. We would like to have
it back here. We don’t mind hosting it.”
Winter believed that the reasoning behind
the closed doors at the skating rink was due
to lack of funding. “I would say so. We just
need to get local financing for a big rink.
You need local financing,” stated Winter.
The Monterey Fairgrounds will not host
any event in replace of the ice-skating rink.
“We just rent the grounds for people who
want to give out events,” stated Goodman.
Where will the Monterey residents go to
skate out the holiday spirit? “They have,
to drive to San Jose to skate,” added an
enthusiastic Winter. “This is why we want
to have an ice skating rink here.”
Not having an ice skating rink here in
Monterey motivates residents to become
active elsewhere. Winter is one of the active
citizens that desired to bring an ice skating
rink to CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
However, this idea did not go through.
“There was a lot of interest in having
a full time rink at the
school, under Peter Smith,
the former president,” said
a passionate Winter. “It
will bring young people
together and at the same
time, exercise. This makes
for a good and healthy
atmosphere.”
Rene
Shamburger
believed that Monterey
should bring back the ice
skating rink for it is a
social interaction where
families can come together
and bond.
Maybe soon this iceskating tradition that
started in 1995 will
once again return to the
fairgrounds in Monterey.

Photo provided

Technology for Teachers
Grant Haney, Staff Reporter
GRANT_HANEY@CSUMB.EDU

Ricky Welshiemer, Staff Reporter
R1CHARD_ WELSHIEMER@CSUMB.EDU

‘We force students to take

tech tools; I think some
professors should as well.

Technology is an apparent part of the 21st
century and college lifestyle. However,
at CSU Monterey Bay some lag behind
others when it comes to learning through
technology.
Many students like junior Business major
Kristina Jackson find it “frustrating when
the professor doesn’t know how to operate
the technology in the classroom correctly or
use Blackboard.”
President Dianne Harrison of CSUMB
would like to see the faculty and students
excel at technological competency.
According to interim director of the
Center for Teaching, Learning, and
Assessment (CTLA), Annett March,
CTLA is currently working with Center
for Academic Technologies (CAT) to offer
certification for professors teaching with
technology.
“That certificate will involve separate but
linked seminars, including an introduction
to use of various technologies, in-depth
consideration of instructional design using
technologies, and the best teaching practices
in using these technologies,” explained
March.
The vision statement at CSUMB
states that the university will invest in
preparation for the future through integrated
and experimental use of technologies as
resources to people.
“We force students to take tech tools;
I think some professors should as well.
We should all be life long learners,” said
Harrison in an interview.
Humanities and Communication professor
John Berteaux strives to incorporate and
learn the latest ins and outs of technology
to help him with his lesson plans.
Berteaux says that computers have
changed the way he taught. With the help
of Faculty Technology Consultant, Troy
Challenger, he has incorporated readings on
Blackboard. Through Blackboard, Berteaux
has implemented group and individual

We should all be life long
learners,”
DIANNE HARRISON

testing, highlighted and discussed readings
on projectors, as well as saving notes
electronically for further review.
Berteaux’s experience with, technology
is also having a positive impact on his
students. Former student, Dale Fisher sees
the benefits of Berteaux’s use of Blackboard
for class. “The whole class can be found on
Blackboard. You can always find out what’s
do and how to complete the assignment,”
explained HCOM senior.
When faculty or students are having
trouble with technology they usually seek
assistance from CAT faculty.
Challenger recommends that all Otters
get familiar with new technologies. This
familiarity will allow professors and
students to communicate, organize, gather
and present information in dynamic and
precise mediums.
It will also give students the edge in
the workplace because technology has
become pronounced in everything from
running a restaurant or hotel to traditionally
technology dependent industries like
robotics or manufacturing plants.
The key to technological fluency lies in
the desire of the faculty and the students.
CSUMB offers a wide variety of technology
labs and instructional classes found in the
CST program ranging from design oriented
concentrations to data infrastructure.
Although not everyone excels with
technology, there are classes and other
resources to bring any Otter up to speed as
long as they are willing to learn.

CSU Monterey Bay Recieves Packard Grant
Laura Newell, Arts Editor
Laura_Newell@csumb.edu

In November, CSU Monterey Bay President
Diane F. Harrison announced a $1 million
grant from the David and Lucile Packard
Foundation for the construction of the new
Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library,
planned to open in January of 2009.
The private support that was provided
by the foundation was significant to the
growing university and confirms the success
that the campus brings to students. The
Packard Foundation provided a $2.5 million
grant to the university in past years for
the construction of the Chapman Science
Academic Center.
“This donation helps us reach our goal
and serves as a major vote of confidence in
the university,” said Harrison.
Private support is an important asset to the

funding of construction. The state provides
funding for a portion of the construction
and the rest is relies on private supporters.
“There is a $12 million difference of
what the state funds us and the cost of the
library,” said Harrison. Currently, there has
been close to $6 million raised privately.
David Packard, the co-founder of the
Hewlett-Packard Company, along with his
wife Lucile Salter Packard, created the
foundation in 1964. “The library is a major
project for our campus, and we hope that
this donation prompts other prospective
donators in our community to also make
a gift,” said Harrison. Throughout their
business and lives the Packard’s always
wanted to use private funds for the public
good.
“I think that the Packard Foundation also
recognizes that this library is important not
only to campus, but to our community. We

will have children and community members
come to our campus that may not have
otherwise come,” said Harrison.
The new distinctive architecture of the
library is expected to use 28 percent less
energy than California’s latest energy code
requirement, as a result of an innovative
climate control system and other sustainable
design features. A soaring atrium will
provide the building with natural light as
well.
“The Library HVAC system uses a
raised floor system throughout the building
that is very efficient and uses outside au
to supplement air quality and to control
temperature,” said Ron Deller, lead
project manager in Campus Planning &
Development.
The raised floor system allows the library
to pressurize with conditioned air delivered
around 68 degree F. As the air slowly

rises the temperature increases to about
74 degree F. When the air reaches seven
feet the air stops being conditioned and is
pulled into the ceiling plenum and returned
to the building air conditioning system said
Deller.
Other features that will be in the new
library design include natural light from the
glazing on the west face of the curved roof
over the atrium on the southerly exposures,
which have high levels of thermal efficiency
making sure that hot and cold temperatures
do not pass. Also, waterless urinals will be
used and recycled materials will be built
into the buildings structures and cabinets.
“We feel very privileged that they [the
Packard Foundation] wanted to give this
gift,” said Harrison. “People want to give
to winners and the Packard Foundation said
that’s a winning project.”

conduct review up for review
Noelle Blair, Staff Reporter
Noelle_Blair@csumb.edu

At CSU Monterey Bay there is a thorough
procedure to deal with violations to the
Residential Life Community Standards that
every resident agrees to follow when they
sign their housing agreement. The Conduct
Process involves a community director
assessing the situation and, if necessary,
distributing sanctions to those responsible
for the violation.
The process begins with a written report
from someone on campus. Sometimes
these reports come from the University
Police Department (UPD), especially if
they involve possible criminal activity.
Lieutenant Earl Lawson of the UPD wrote in
an e-mail, “The Residential] Life Conduct
Process is independent of any process or
investigation taking place at UPD or in the
criminal courts.”

The report is reviewed to determine if
a violation of the community standards
occurred and, if this is the case, a community
director will set up meetings with those
involved to hear other sides of the story.
The goal is to get more than one view of the
situation. Dean Kennedy, assistant director
of Residential Life (ResLife), compared
the process to a Venn diagram. “What
happened is the gray matter in the middle,
but everyone’s perspectives are all around
the sphere,” he said.
It is not required for a student to meet
with the conduct officer but by neglecting
the meeting, they waive their right to have
their view considered in the decision.
“If we think 51 percent of something
probably happened then that is what we go
with,” said Kennedy. “The reason that we
do that is because this is an institution of
higher education and we hold our students
to a higher standard.”
After ResLife is confident that they know

what happened, a conduct officer issues
sanctions to each individual based on what
was believed to have happened.
There is an appeals process if one student
does not agree with the decision or with the
sanction that they received. Three common
reasons a student can file an appeal are that
the student believes that the sanction was
too harsh, that there is new information that
was previously unavailable at the time of
sanctions as well as possible beliefs that the
conduct officer was biased or prejudiced in
assigning the punishment.
Appeals do not apply if a student withheld
information before a decision was made.
If the student wants to appeal a decision,
appeal forms are available from ResLife’s
website. The appeals officer can change the
sanctions; however, sometimes they can
add on more sanctions if they believe that
the conduct officer was being too lenient.
Not all students agree with how ResLife
uses this process. Kenny Allison, a senior

ISSM major, said, “Residential Life
is hanging on by its last limbs...They
have also changed their three strike policy
numerous times over the past years, and
what is allowed and what isn’t allowed in
the dorms.. .all this leads to a rocky conduct
process.”
Kennedy says that one function of
the conduct process is to hold students
accountable for their actions. “Our society
does not really promote taking responsibility
for their behavior. In our conduct process,
we’re saying [that] by being present in a
situation where our community standards
are being violated you are responsible.”
To review Residential Life’s housing
policy and to find the Executive Summary
that shows what complaints topped the list
for previous semesters-go to http://housing.
csumb.edu/site/xl 8311 .xml.
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By Melody Ainsworth, Staff Reporter
MELODY_AINSWORTH@CSUMB.EDU

The rich smell of Hawaiian Kona coffee
beans, surf videos, and the relaxing melodies
of Jack Johnson are a warming contrast to
the brisk wind of the Monterey Bay.
“Hi, Welcome to Badass!” Shouts the
26-year-old tan blonde who looks like she
would be more at home on the beaches of
Hawaii than behind a counter. No, she’s not
trying to be edgy or vulgar, Ashley Hewitt
is merely introducing her new franchise, the
newly opened Badass Coffee Co. in Seaside.
Hewitt is one of few recent graduates that
have ventured down this path of business.
A Monterey local and a graduate from
Colorado State, Hewitt’s degree in Liberal
Arts does not initially shout “entrepreneur.”
With no previous business experience, and
little work-experience, Hewitt faced many
challenges entering the business world.
“I liked the idea of a franchise, because
I wanted independence, but I needed the
stability of a recognized company.” said
Hewitt. She spent a year researching various
franchises, and eventually chose Badass
due to her familiarity with the company and

its open-minded business policies.
According to CSU Monterey Bay
Entrepreneurship professor Murray Milson,
franchising is a common method of growth
for a business. In return for a percentage
of the revenue, the franchise, or business,
offers a branch of their company to the party
interested.
Milson comments that most franchises
are businesses that provide a service to the
customer. “Common businesses that might
be franchised are businesses that have
‘processes’ that can be standardized and
replicated such as fast food, dry cleaner, oil
change services, etc,” Milson continued.
Many entrepreneurs opt for this method
of business, as many established franchises
come pre-assembled, with a strong customer
base and a solid business model.
Although franchises are out there, many
recent grads do not opt for buying into
these pre-assembled businesses. Milson
stipulates that this could be due to the
restrictions on customization, or perhaps just
the company’s opinion of the individual and
their ability to run one of their branches.
Hewitt found that she was denied by
many companies due to her age and
experience level. “Many franchises have

strict guidelines and policies; I would
recommend researching, and finding a
company like Badass that is helpful and
willing to walk you through each step.”
She explained that the process is not
always easy, but it is possible. Like starting
any business, franchising requires a lot of
hard work and dedication.
“You have to have passion for what you
are doing,” said professor Murray Milson
“You can’t decide to go away for the
weekend and leave your business, [or]
you’ll fail,” said Milson.
According to the Franchise Buyers Guide
of 2007, one of many business magazines
dedicated to franchises, the number one
demographic for buying into a franchise are
recent college graduates.
Although there are not too many
graduates that open their own franchise,
more and more graduates are choosing this
business method as a structured way into
the business world.
Hewitt plans to own a few more branches
in the area before she is done. “We’re at
one month, and we’re picking up every
day. I would recommend franchising as a
good starting point [for a recent grad],” said
Hewitt.

PHOTO BY MELODY AINSWORTH

A young Entrepreneur With A badass idea

Hewitt poses with the Badass Coffee Co. donkey.

'We’re at one month and we’re
picking up every day.”
ASHLEY HEWITT, BADASS COFFEE OWNER

Environmental Issues Empowering Young Students
By Melody Ainsworth, Staff Reporter
MELODY_AINSWORTH@CSUMB.EDU

The very thought of posters and projects
are enough to transport anyone who has
graduated high school back to freshmen
biology. For some CSU Monterey Bay
students completing their service learning
with Dr. Suzy Worcester, the posters and
projects are an everyday reality.
There are 21 students from ESSP 349
that have been working with Seaside High
all semester with various environmental
projects. Each group consists of two
to three SHS students and two service
learning students. The groups choose an
environmental issue, and together the
students work on creating awareness in
the community.
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“We are trying to tell people about storm
drains and water pollution,” said Seaside
High Sophomore Joycey Tonga. “I want
to make people know that water pollution
affects daily life.”
The program started in 1998 when
Worcester gave her students an opportunity
to get in touch with local kids. Worcester
explained that the idea is for our students
to create awareness of the environmental
issues faced by our earth by empowering
the younger students, and giving them a
chance to make a difference. This includes
chaperoning field trips as well as helping
the students’ research their topic.
The various groups are working on
topics such as: waste management, the
carbon cycle, composting, farmers market
awareness, and even a way to have a “zerowaste lunch.” All are to be communicated
through vibrant posters, PowerPoint

presentations, flyers, and visual aids.
ESSP senior Stacey Koupal is worked
with a group of SHS students on water
quality. Her group of students designed
stencils for storm drains on campus, and
created a poster with information on
water quality.
“I am building teaching skills by working
with the SHS students and applying what
I have learned from my ESSP courses,”
said Koupal “[it] is ultimately benefiting
both CSUMB and SHS students.” Koupal
explained that the CSUMB students are
quickly learning methods to deal with the
trials and tribulations of teaching, while the
SHS students “become familiar with college
life and participate in interactive learning
experiences that will benefit themselves,
their school, and their community.”
Julie Haws, science department chair and
biology teacher at Seaside High, has seen

the program make a significant impact on
the students. “The [SHS] students benefit
from working with college students who
can mentor them and show them college
life,” said Haws. “They can see themselves
in the [CSUMB] students.”
“CSUMB students move on and don’t
realize the impact they have made on the
kids,” said Haws as she recalled a previous
class where CSUMB students worked with
some SHS students on the importance of
recycling. “One student realized there was
no recycling program at Seaside High and
implemented one here on campus. It has
evolved from there into a recycling club.”
This kind of waterfall effect is exactly the
positive reaction that service learning was
created for, proving that service learning
can be much more than just a requirement.

Greeks of CSUMB Community
Andie Aguirre, Staff Reporter
Andie_Aguirre@csumb.edu

With a wrap-sheet long and impressive,
CSU Monterey Bay’s Multicultural Greek
community (MGC) has had a schedule
chock-full of philanthropy this semester.
They are concluding the Fall term with
“Donate a Family” event, their biggest act
of community service yet, which will take
place during the December holidays. MGC
has selected a local single-parent family
with three children to donate a holiday meal,
clothing and other needed gifts. Lending a
helping-hand is a top priority on the Greek
community’s list of things to accomplish.
“Our main goal is giving back to our
community, both on campus and locally
throughout the tri-county area,” said Luis
Castellanos, MCG public relations and Nu
Alpha Kappa fraternity member. “We all
just really want to make a difference,”
Castellanos said.
Just to name a few highlights for the
Greeks this semester, Delta Omega Rho
Sorority participated in the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation Walk, Gamma Zeta
Alpha Fraternity participated in American
Diabetes Awareness Week and raised over
$1,000 towards curing diabetes, Lambda
Sigma Gamma Sorority delivered turkey
dinners to families in need for Thanksgiving
in November, Nu Alpha Kappa Fraternity
held a bone marrow drive last month where
over 33 campus members donated, Omega
Delta Phi Fraternity helped to fundraise
over $1,300 at the American Diabetes
Awareness Bowl-A-Thon at Monterey
Lanes, and lastly Sigma Theta Psi Sorority

supported Breast Cancer Awareness month
by creating a “Wall of Hope” exhibit in the
library and putting on a live concert at the
Black Box Cabaret to help donate $400 to
the American Cancer Society.
MGC, which consists of five sororities
and four fraternities, is not only proud of
their team-effort community service works
this semester, but are also excited about the
growth they have made as an organization.
“This semester we have taken our
organization to a more professional and
serious level by exceeding all of our hopes
and goals for MCG,” Castellanos said.
Others have noticed the evolution of the
organization as well.
“For me, the highlight of the semester
has been watching us grow together as
one. We have set and accomplished all of
our goals,” said Alana Tweed, Theta Alpha
Sigma sorority president and sophomore
Business major, “We’ve grown so much
from past years; it truly is a pleasure to be
part of this family.”
Tweed also said she is proud that MCG has
been able to reach out more to the student
body and increase campus involvement in
activities which is what has really helped
the organization grow.
Next semester, MGC will be expanding
even more and said they are proud to
welcome a few more Greek families such as
African-American and Business fraternities,
sororities and some co-ed.
“I look forward to all the new Greek
organizations on campus. It shows that
our school is expanding and moving in a
positive direction,” said Tweed.

Sexual Healing

AIDS: Tough Love
Mary Freeman, Assistant News Editor
Mary Freeman@csumb.edu

The world will come together on Saturday Dec. 1 to recognize
the growing AIDS epidemic worldwide.
College students often learn about the social, political and
cultural ramifications of AIDS in impoverished or marginalized
communities, but often do not consider themselves of a victim
of the epidemic.
According to the website smartersex.org, currently, AIDS is
the sixth leading cause for deaths among Americans ages 20 to
24. Kathleen Banks, Executive Director at the Monterey County
AIDS Project, stated that, “half of all new infections are [people]
25 and under.”
In a 2004 report released by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, titled HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report, the CDC
reported that 4,883 young people aged 13 to 24 were diagnosed
with AIDS in the 33 states that reported findings for the report.
The same report also stated that men have a much higher chance
of contracting the disease. Men represented 72 percent of AIDS
victims ages 20 to 24; however, the AIDS rate among women has
been increasing in recent years.
The main reason that people ages 20 to 24 contract the disease
is because of unsafe sex practices. Banks blames a lot of these
unsafe practices amongst college students on alcohol and drug
use. Interestingly, according to Banks, even one or two alcoholic
drinks can decrease ones inhibitions and numb the person’s body,
leading to rough sex. “Rougher sex can lead to tearing,” said
Banks. The tearing and breaking of skin increases the chances of
contracting AIDS greatly.
AIDS symptoms often do not appear for a couple of years
resulting in AIDS victims passing along the virus unknowingly.
In many cases people find out they are positive for AIDS after
being treated for prolonged or recurring illnesses, which are
symptoms of AIDS.
Many college campuses offer free AIDS testing and condoms.
Clinics and organizations, like the Monterey County AIDS
Project also offer these services.
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Plate goes here.

Mug of
Holiday
Cheer

Smile at Grandma

Crumpled
Napkin

and

here

Spilt
Gravy
Here
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Utensils
(optional)

Sit There
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Winter
Wonders

Thursday, Dec. 6
Visit the Monterey Bay
Aquarium for Free!
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 886 Cannery Row, Mont.
Free for Monterey County residents.

Locals wait patiently for this time of year when
they can foam the aquarium like a member, and
for no cost. Take advantage of the Aquarium's
Community Open House that continues until
Dec. 9. Bring a CSU Monterey Bay ID and proof of
Monterey County residence to enjoy this unique
opportunity.

For The Active Otter
Dec. 6-Dec. 12
Kristina Kendrick, Managing Editor
Kristina_Kendrick@csumb.edu

Thursday, Dec. 6

Thursday, Dec. 6
San Jose Taiko Returns

Talk by Professor
Johanna Poethig
11 a.m. - noon. Alumni and Visitors Center.

This painting and public art professor shares
her knowledge, continuing the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute's faculty research speakerseries.
The talk focuses around, "Creative Interventions
in Public Space/Public Mind," which speaks
on community-created art. Poethig, while on
professional leave in 2005, completed two large
mural projects in Chicago and Vancouver, Wash.

Friday, Dec. 7 TAPS

6:30 p.m./ doors open; 7 p.m./show starts.
Black Box Cabaret.

Student filmmakers show their masterpieces to
an eager BBC crowd tonight. Raffle prizes await
attendees, who are encouraged to come dressed
as their favorite movie character. Check out the
talent of CSUMB's future Spielbergs debuting
their comedies, dramas and documentaries.
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Thursday, Dec. 6
Cultural Fusion

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. World Theater. 582-4580

They are a staple of the World Theater's
calendar every year and this year they have
widened their traditional Japanese drumming
style into one that encompasses world rhythms
of many cultures including African, Brazilian and
Latin. For over 30 years they have been giving
memorable performances and tonight will be
no different.

8 p.m. - 10 p.m. University Center.
$5 students/adults;
Free for children 12 and younger.

CSUMB is a community of people with diverse
backgrounds and strong cultural ties. Join family
and friends for a night of live music and culturally
inspired performances. Acts include traditional
Mexican dances, lip sync performances and
modern-day choreography.

Saturday, Dec. 8

Saturday, Dec. 8

Natividad Creek Park
Clean-up and Planting

SpectorDance Holiday
Performance and Auction

10 a.m. 1395 Nogal Drive, Salinas.
Watershed.c5umb.edu/ron

2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 3343 Paul Davis Drive,
Marina. $20/adults; $12/children 12 and
under and seniors; $15 students ages 13-17.

The Return of the Natives program calls for
volunteers to aid in planting and clean-up duties
at this Salinas Park. This is just one event in
this restoration educational project supported
by the CSUMB Watershed Institute. Earn four
community service hours and listen to hip-hop,
rock and funk band, Para La Gente. For more
information contact Aaron Fox at aaron_f_fox@
csumb.edu.

The holiday season blossoms early this year
with the 13th annual iree lighting ceremony. A
winter wonderland masquerades this Monterey
tourist oasis with music, lights and the arrival of
the big man in red. For all the details, check out
canneryrow.i om

Saturday, Dec. 8

Sunday, Dec. 9

Monday, Dec. 10

Jackie Greene and Band
at the Catalyst

Annual Monterey Cowboy
Poetry and Music Festival

Monday Night Football

7:00 p.m./doors open. 1011 Pacific Ave.
$18/advance; $22/door.

10 a.m. -11 p.m. Monterey Conference
Center. 722-9652

4 p.m. - 8 p.m. Black Box Cabaret.

This rock/indie artist is touring the U5.,
making a stop on the Central Coast for one
night only. This 21-and-o!der age show
rocks this Santa Cruz venue with special
guest Paul Thorn. Get tickets early because
this show will most likely sell out. Call 4231338 for tickets and more information.

Today is the last day for this yearly event
that celebrates the cowboy lifestyle. The
western art and gear show opens after
cowboy church and closes at 5:30 p.m.
Check out RW Hampton, Mike Beck and
Sandy Seaton at 11:00 a.m. for "Livin' the
Life". More information on each session can
be found at montereycowboy.com.

This event has been going on all semester
long, quenching the thirst of football fans.
Weekly pub food specials mix with a gridiron
battle between the New Orleans Saints and
the Atlanta Falcons.

Monday, Dec. 10

Wednesday, Dec. 12

Wednesday, Dec. 12

Pepper and
The Expendables

Teledramtic Capstone
Festival

Fully Committed at the
Circle Theater

6:00 p.m. World Theater. 582-3750

7:30 p.m. Casanova St. between 8th
and 9th Ave., Carmel. 622-0100

The Teledramtic Arts and Technology
Department presents their Fall 2007
capstone projects tonight. Film, video,
theater, radio and new media encompass
this multi-media night of student work.
Support graduating students who have
put a huge amount of work into their final
projects at CSUMB.

This one-man show was named one of
the top 10 plays of 2000 by Time Magazine
and this Dec. John Farmanesh-Bocca
revises his role of actor Sam Peliczowski.
This entertaining story by Becky Mode
tells the journey of Sam and his job as
the reservation taker at the most popular

7:00 p.m./doors open. 1011 Pacific Ave.
$19/ad vanee; $23/door

Tonight, the Catalyst will be bumping
the sounds of two bands with reggae-rock
roots. Pepper, with their Hawaiian Island
upbringing, have been making records since
the late 1990's with a dancehall, reggae,
punk, hip-hop and pop feel. If that wasn't
enough, local boys, The Expendables return
to rock the same stage that got them
noticed. The band Passafire joins these two
powerhouses for a night this Santa Cruz
audience will remember.
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Body Worlds Opens Minds
Chris Brunetti, Staff Reporter
Christopher_Brunetti@csumb.edu

Ever wondered what the human brain or
other human organs really look like as
opposed to that anatomy textbook? What
about organs with diseases or lungs ridden
with cancer look like? Body Worlds 2, an
exhibit available for a limited time at the
Tech Museum of Innovation (TMI) in San
Jose, Calif, shows just that. Body Worlds
2 & The Three Pound Gem will feature
more than 200 displays.
specimens, including more than 20
whole bodies, healthy and unhealthy
organs, body sections and slices, all
preserved through a remarkable process
called plastination.
Through plastination of real human

bodies, creator Gunther von Hagens takes
visitors on a journey into the intricacy of
the body’s insides.
Each display offers captivating insights
into the human body’s functions and
forms, diseases and wellness, and a close
look at the brain.
“I think visitors do gain a better
understanding of the human body in a very
real way. You better understand all the
different parts of the body, what they look
like, and how they work,” said Associated
Students Senator of Technology Kevan
Mah after his visit to the exhibit.
Some of the highlights include an indepth look at human brain functions, an
in-depth look at a pregnant female body,
embryos at different stages, lungs with
cancer, and a heart that endured a stroke.
The exhibit presents the maturation

Get Back to the BBC
Laura Newell, Arts Editor
Laura_Newell@csumb.edu

Loretta” was asked to open the show.
“Weatherbox is signed to Doghouse
records and they are pushing them very
hard, thanks to their A&R Rep. David
Conway,” said Josh White, fourth year
TAT major and Brea guitarist. “[We]
want to get them on campus before they
blow up.”
After lining up the show, Kova took
advantage of Weatherbox being in the
area, and shot an independent music
video for the band’s new single, “The
Clearing.”
“I hope my work [on the music video]
can get out there and help the band as
well,” said Kova.
With all the hype and planning of the
show, White feels that this event will he
an oppertunity hit for students and local
community members to “come watch up
and comeing bands that are soon to be
big. “

Thursday night CSU Monterey Bay’s
Events Workgroup (EWG) and Associated
Students (AS) will provide a free concert
at CSUMB’s Black Box Cabaret to
students and community members.
The doors open at 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday Dec. 6, and the show starts
at 9 p.m. The show line-up includes
the opening band, Get Back Loretta,
followed by Weatherbox, and finishing
with Brea.
Show planner and band coordinator,
Nick Kova, third year Teledramatic Arts
and Technology (TAT) major, was friends
with members of the band Weatherbox
since high school and wanted to provide
them with a more publicity.
For more information on the bands
After arranging the performance, he
invited the campus’ well-know rising visit:
Myspace.com/ Weatherbox
band Brea to join the show line-up.
Myspace.com /BackLoretta
National touring band, “Get Back
Myspace.com/ Brea
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of the human mind and body, from pre
infancy through old age.
“The most interesting part of the exhibit
for me was the part where they separated a
man’s bone structure and muscle structure
and put them up side by side. At first they
looked like separate exhibits but after
looking carefully you see how each one is
missing what the other has,” added Mah.
Not only does this exhibit offer insights
into the human body, it also encourages
the “taking care” of ones body to avoid
some of the diseases presented (i.e. a lung
infected with cancer by the habitual use
of cigarettes).
“This is enough to scare many people
away from smoking,” said one TMI
employee.
TMI President Peter Friess said “We
believe all visitors will walk away

from the exhibit with a much greater
understanding of, and respect for the
complexity and beauty of the human body
and the mysterious world of the brain.
Body Worlds 2 & The Three Pound Gem
will offer every visitor a very personal
and profound learning experience.”

This unique exhibit about the human
body continues through Jan. 26, 2008.
Exhibit hours are 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
every day except Christmas Day. The
Tech is located at 201 S. Market St., San
Jose. Tickets can be purchased online at
www.thetech.org or by calling (408) 294TECH (8324).

THE

Ol' Factory

Coffee House • Beer and Wine Bar

Cafe
Free Wireless Internet!

Monday-Friday

"Study Hair
Discounted drinks for students with ID.

1PM~3PM
Monday-Friday

Happy Hour
Dollar off beers and free munchies.

4pm-6tw

Every Wednesday

Wii Night
Free Wii, play Nintendo's premier gaming console!

7pm.

We now take
credit cards!

Every Thursday

The Grate Sand Sity Spelling Bee!
Remember bak in the forth grade when you couldn't spell worth a shirt?
Well this is yur opportoo... oportun... ahpportu.. chanse to redeem yourself!

Form a team... college teams, dorm teams, et.

Sign ups at 6pm. Bee starts at 7pm.

Show up on two wheels and get a discount!!
10% student discount always available.

1725 Contra Costa St. • www.olfactorycafe.com • 831.39.GREEN

Going the Full Monty
Suzanne Connelly, Staff Reporter
SUZANNE_CONNELLY@CSUMB.EDU

Due to popular demand, the hilarious
musical “The Full Monty” has returned to
the Golden Bough Theater. This musical
has been nominated for 10 Tony Awards
including Best Musical. Most of the
original cast will be starring in the musical
and music and lyrics are by pop composer
David Yazbek.
“The cast members are close friends
off-stage and the camaraderie really comes
out on stage,” said Kathi Kammerdiener,
publicist at the Pacific Reparatory Theater.
According to the Pacific Reparatory
website, The Full Monty is a “not-to-bemissed musical comedy.”
The Full Monty is a story of two
unemployed steelworkers in England who
stumble across a Chip-n-Dales like show
and realize how popular it is with the
women. The two men feeling desperate
to make ends meet and get their lives back

on track, resolve that they could pull off a
similar show and decide to give it a shot. In
order to entice the women to come and see
the show they announce that they will go
“the full monty” meaning completely nude.
Kammerdiener said, “It is great. The
music is outstanding and the acting talent
speaks for itself. This is a play that is worth
seeing twice.”
“The Full Monty” is rated R for nudity
and not recommended for children. The
play follows the movie very closely and is
full of humor.
The Full Monty will be playing from
Nov. 21 through Dec. 29 every Thursday
through Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays
at 2 p.m. Ticket prices are $20 for students
and $38 general admission Friday and
Saturday and $16 for students and $34
general admission on Thursday and Sunday
For more information contact the Pacific
Reparatory Theater at 622-0100 or PacRep.
org.
PHOTOS BY SUZANNE CONNELLY

Holiday Classics
A lex Hawes, Staff Reporter
Alex_Hawes@csumb. edu

Christmas has been the theme of many a
holiday movie over the last century or so,
and they continue to get rattled out every
December in an attempt to have the suc
cess of previous classics such as “It’s a
Wonderful Life.”
The formula for a successful Christmas
movie is usually varied between heartfelt
family comedy and the typical underachiev
ing character getting a makeover on his/her
life and turning things around to have a
happy ending. There have been a few
changeups over the years, such as Tim
Burton’s cult classic, “A Nightmare Before
Christmas” or Billy Bob Thornton’s “Bad
Santa,” which utilized profanity and toilet
humor to make a name for itself
This year, while the movie “Alien vs.
Predator: Requiem” is being released on

and

New Festive Favorites

Christmas Day, the Vince Vaughn comedy
Fred Claus is the Christmas movie making a
rumble in the box office this holiday.
The film started out with a young Fred
Claus meeting his new baby brother
Nicholas as he made a promise to be “the
best big brother ever.” The promise became
harder and harder to live up to as Fred just
could not out do his little brother or impress
his parents (mother played by Kathy Bates)
with any amount of kindness. Fred essen
tially became “naughty” and developed a
terrible relationship with the rest of his fam
ily. The movie fast-forwarded to Fred in his
adulthood (played by Vaughn) in Chicago
and made his living stripping possessions
of those in debt.
The movie goes on to show Fred and
Nick’s relationship and all the tumultuous
happenings that occur when Fred goes to
the North Pole to help his brother prepare
for Christmas.

Now, compared to a movie like “A
Christmas Story,” “Fred Claus” crossed a
lot of lines. For example, one of the “elves”
who helps around in the factory was a tall
blonde bombshell showing off her bust.
She was anything but your typical elf. And
then there was the somewhat racial element
of the movie, depicting the only black elf
in the whole factory as the DJ (played by
Ludacris).
While “Fred Claus” had some heartfelt
moments and eventually stayed on the
orthodox Christmas movie trail, there was
definitely a big difference between movies
of the past.
But history has shown this would happen.
If you take a look at the gap between “It’s
a Wonderful Life” and “A Christmas Story”
you would find the same relative border
crossing happening.
“A Christmas Story” is a mockery of all
previous Christmas movies. This movie

broke the mold. It was directed in a 1950’s
feel when it was made in 1983. That kind
of mockery never would have occurred
back in the 1940’s when “It’s a Wonderful
Life” came out. CSU Monterey Bay Junior
Liberal Studies major Blake Jordan liked
the newer style explaining, “the new kind
of Christmas movies are more entertaining,
the old stuff is just kind of corny.”
“Fred Claus” was a fun movie and a
different look at the traditional story of
St. Nick, but definitely not for those who
like traditional Christmas movies. For the
orthodox fans, a double feature of “It’s a
Wonderful Life” and “A Christmas Story”
will show at 7 p.m. from Dec. 21 to 26 at
The Golden State Theatre, located at 417
Alvarado St. Tickets are $8.
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Getting Ready for Winter Weather
Chris Brunetti, Staff Reporter
Christopher_Brnetti@csumb.edu

With the winter season fast-approaching
CSU Monterey Bay students, staff and
faculty must start preparing for cold weather
and a climate change.
From acquiring warmer clothing, to
pulling out those flannel sheets or even to
replacing the worn out tires on vehicles;
this is the time of year that calls for some
pre-planning to ensure a smooth transition
between seasons.
According to the National Weather
Service the average minimum temperature

in Monterey during the month of Dec. is
43.2 degrees Fahrenheit. With this in mind
dressing warmly is a must.
Thermal long-sleeved shirts, wool
sweaters and other thick fabrics are all
available in Monterey County. One place
to aquire such clothing is at a big shopping
area like the Del Monte Center mall in
Monterey. The CSUMB community is
lucky to have the new University Village
off 12th Street that also offers a variety of
options for winter shopping.
REI is one of these new department
stores in the University Village. It carries
all the essential winter items to stay warm

and allow one to partake in many outdoor
activities such as camping, bicycling, skiing
and hiking.
Warmer clothes and sports equipment
are not the only thing necessary to be ready
for the cold winter months. Severe winter
weather sometimes leads to prolonged
power outages, car accidents and other
unforeseen disasters.
The Red Cross Foundation suggests that
to prepare for winter, one should create a
disaster supply kit for the car and home,
check smoke alarms, and beware of
overuse of electrical outlets, especially with
additional indoor heating devices.

The CSUMB community
is lucky to have the new

University Village off 12th

Street that also offers

a variety of options for
winter shopping.

Having Fun in the Snow
Chris Brunetti, Staff Reporter
Christopher_Brnetti@csumb.edu

Its that time of year to start gearing up for
the snow season. Whether it be a day trip to
one of Tahoe’s many ski resorts or spending
multiple days treading on a mountain.
Winter sports can cut into a limited
student budget but there are many deals
available to cash strapped individuals.
Some of the resorts in Calif, offer discounts
to current college students.
The most popular spots to snowboard
for residents in Monterey County include
Heavenly Ski Resort, Kirkwood Ski Resort,
Boreal Ski Resort, and Squaw Valley to
name a few. Not all the hot spots cater to
this student budget, so a quick investigation
onto their respective websites is necessary to
be sure. Boreal Ski Resort, off of Highway
80 going towards Reno, NV, offers college
days called Fridays at Boreal. During the
entire 2007-2008 season, on any Friday,
students with a valid student ID and proof

of enrollment can attain a lift pass for just
$15 which includes night skiing in the
lighted areas. Boreal also offers a MondayFriday season pass for college students for
$129.
With lift tickets secured, a cheaper way
to find lodging is to travel in larger groups.
Most resorts have a group rate that keeps
the expense of travel low. While lodging
and lift tickets are important, getting to
ones destination requires thoughtful
consideration including being aware of the
weather conditions or packing for a variety
of road situations.
An essential piece of equipment are
the ever important snow chains. They
come in either the standard chain link
format or a lighter cable version. When
weather conditions worsen, it is likely law
enforcement will require vehicles to have
snow chains in the driver’s possession.
Other things to consider before traveling
to the snow are: an adequate amount of
windshield wiper fluid, an ice scraper, A
Citizen Band (CB) radio and a shovel,

for those who plan on traveling off the
beaten path. Now that the safety equipment
and travel plans are finalized, getting ones
snowboard and skis ready for the season is
crucial. REI, the self proclaimed “world
premier outdoor gear store,” offers a variety
of treatments for both snowboards and skis.
For those who purchase REI’s membership
for a one-time payment of $15, discounts
for these treatments are available. One
great deal is for an edge sharpening and
hot wax which will make one’s board silky
smooth and costs members only $25.
Not every snow enthusiast has their
own board or ski’s but most resorts rent
equipment that accommodates all shapes
and sizes. For those who do not feel
comfortable renting equipment when they
get to the snow, used sporting goods stores
and online sources like Craigslist offer cost
effective options.
With finals and the winter break fast
approaching, its time to step back and see
yourself carving all over those mountains.
PHOTO PROVIDED BYWWW.SXC.HU
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Disc Golf- Female Trailblazers
By Kristina Kendrick, Managing Editor
Kristina_Kendrick@csumb.edu

Disc golf courses around the country have
been invaded by a growing number of
women who have taken to the disc throwing
sport and made a name for themselves
within a male dominated field.
For the last six years, the Professional
Disc GolfAssociation has hosted a women’s
tournament in Illinois that last year attracted
60 of the top women in the sport. While
these women are appearing more frequently
on a professional level, at the college level,
they are making a footprint on the sport.
Gaining more notoriety itself is the disc
golf program at CSU Monterey Bay which
is producing many competitive women
disc-golfers. At the second annual West
Coast College Open, hosted at CSUMB on
Nov. 10, two women otters competed in
team match play.
Lindsey Shiroma and Stefanie Hee have
only been playing disc golf for a short time
but the impact they have on the program
is substantial. Shiroma “has increased
Above: Lindsey Shiroma displays her technique when throwing.
her skill to earn the No. 1 women seat
at the tournament,” said Kenny Allison,
CSUMB’s disc golf club president.
The two have honed their skills by
attending the disc golf class at CSUMB and
“We’ve got a lot of great new additions the intramurals program that started a few
By Alex Hawes, Staff Reporter
and we’ve dedicated a lot of hard work and
Alex_Hawes@csumb.edu
effort toward the upcoming season,” said
senior Liberal Studies major and utility
player Christy Thompson. “It should be an
The CSU Monterey Bay Woman’s Water even better season than last year.”
Polo team has been working hard during
Many students from around the campus
the off-season in preparation for the 2008 are excited to see if the team can continue
season. The team is returning three or its solid play from last season, including
four starters from last season including Junior Human Communications major
their goalie, senior Liberal Studies major Sarah Dodson.
Jenna Beer. “We’re really excited for the
“I’m excited to watch them this year. I
upcoming season,” said Beer, “It’s great used to play in high school so it’s fun to
seeing the transfers, freshmen and returning watch and remember what it was like to
members coming together. Hopefully we play,” said Dodson.
can carry off last year’s performance and
The first home game of the season is
make school history again.”
scheduled for Jan. 26 against Cal Maritime
Beer’s reference to last year’s 18-18 Academy and practices can be seen Monday
record is a notable accomplishment, through Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m.
considering the team is entering its first
season of Division II play.

Water Polo Team Pools Together

semesters ago. Every Friday, HP WE 141
offered Shiroma and Hee the advantage
of learning from professionals Stancil
Johnson and Merle Witvoet.
The two helped secure another substantial
victory over the Banana Slugs from UC
Santa Cruz (12.5 to 7.5) to keep the Stancil
Johnson Cup for a second year. Hee, along
with Shiroma, have served as trailblazers
for other women curious about disc golf and
show that hard work does pay off.
“She increases her skill each time she
visits the courses,” added Allison referring
to Hee’s progress.
More women are expected to participate
in the next CSUMB tournament and are
encouraged to contact discgolf@csumb.
edu for more information.
The Women’s Disc Golf Association
(WDGA) also serves as a place to gain
knowledge for females on everything from
rules, to disc throwing techniques,
and a chat room to converse with
other players.
“Ladies, keep hitting the courses and
tell your friends about the WDGA,” said
the WDGA.

“[Lindsey] has

increased her skill
to earn the number
one women seat at

the tournament,"
KENNY ALLISON,

CSUMB’S DISC GOLF
CLUB PRESIDENT.

Stefanie Hee puts some strength
into her disc golf throw.

PHOTOS BY SKIPPY JAMMER
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Current Otter Athletics Statistics

OtterWaves
Sailing: Races to continue in Spring

OR

Opinion

Hello,
I was discussing the article about the Apple Insomnia Film Festival in your most recent
edition of the Otter Realm with some colleagues here at the World Theater and we were all
quite surprised at the lack of mention of Luis Valdez as one of the judges for the contest. Not
only is Luiz Valdez a famous film and theater producer/director in the area, but he founded
the TAT department here on campus. We felt that we should bring this omission to your
attention. Thank you.

Stephanie Culhane
World Theater Student Assistant
TAT Senior

Men’s Basketball:
11/23 CSUMB lost 71-74 to Seattle University, away
11/24 CSUMB won 63-55 against Notre Dame de
Namur, away
11/30 CSUMB lost 71-79 to CSU San Bernardino, away
12/1 CSUMB lost 66-77 to Cal Poly Pomona, away
Overall record: 1-6
Upcoming games:
12/5 Against Fresno State, away 7 p.m.
1/4 Against Chico State, away 8 p.m.

Dear Stephanie,
Thank you for informing the Otter Realm about this omission of information. Although the
article was focused on the students and their festival entries, I feel that this could have been
a nice addition the Apple Insomnia Film Festival article. It would have informed students
of a very important founding figure at CSU Monterey Bay and his current involvement in
the industry.
Again, thank you for your continued support of the Otter Realm,
Lindsay Cesmat
Otter Realm Editor in Chief

Editorial Policy
Baseball: Season to begin in Spring
Softball: Season to begin in Spring

Women’s Basketball:
11/16 CSUMB lost 79-91 to Hope International University,
away
11/17 CSUMB lost 78-83 to Cal Baptist University, away
11/30 CSUMB lost 45-47 to CSU San Bernardino, away
12/1 CSUMB won 77-71 against Cal Poly Pomona
Overall record: 1-3
Upcoming games:
12/8 Against Grand Canyon University, away 7 p.m.
12/15 Against Cal Baptist University, home 2 p.m.

The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the Otter Realm club and
HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Otter Realm,
CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: it is a training lab for students who wish to learn
journalism skills, and it is a forum of free expression of campus issues and news. The Otter Realm
Editorial Board will determine what to print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right
to edit for libel, space or clarity.

What you missed online...
• World films visit Monterey
Coheed at the Warfield

• CSUMB film students rank 21 in
Water polo: Season to begin in Spring

the Apple Insomnia Film Festival

Visit www.otterrealm.net
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OR
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News 831.582.4066

Advertising 831.521.1501
E-mail otter_realm@csumb.edu

om*buds [am-bu-dz]

Laura the Explorer

Snuggling Up To... Myself

I. One that investigates
reported complaints (as from students or consumers), reports findings,
and helps to achieve equitable settlements.

www.otteirealm.net

Editor in Chief

Lindsay Cesmat

Production Manager/Art Director
Laura Newell, Arts Editor
Laura_Newell@csumb.edu

Last week I found myself drowning
in life.
With work, school and
making time for friends, I found
myself getting sick and tired. At one
point I fell asleep while watching
“Beowulf,” an extremely action
packed movie.
As a student my days were already
chock full of work, homework
and classes; and being that I hate
disappointing everyone around me,
I found myself not being able to say
“no.” So lately I was picking up
extra shifts at work and ended my
evenings fraternizing until all hours
of the night.
When the weekend finally arrived,
I knew it was time to relax and enjoy
the rare silence and serenity that
my busy life sometimes allows. I
stayed home, curled up in a blanket
with gingerbread cookies and hot tea
while my green and brown holiday
scented candles filled my quiet
sanctuary with the sent of a highly
anticipated Christmas break. As
I relaxed my body I also gave my
mind some time off and watched
my chick flick favorite, “While you
Were Sleeping.”
I watched as Lucy, the main
character, yearned for a family and
people to spend Christmas with. I
watched as she was perfectly fine
alone in her apartment, but she
always wanted more. It seemed that
my idea of a brain break had now
turned into an analytical internal
debate of a simple film, which was
somehow not simple anymore. And
I began to think, is it ok to want to
be alone?
There I was spending the night
alone in my apartment, and I was
content. I was content with life
and with myself; and being the kind
of person that worries about every
occurrence that happened in my day,
that was a nice feeling.
I began to realize that when people

say no to parties and stay inside on
Saturday nights, other people tend
to treat them differently. Then when
the “insiders” come out on that rare
blue moon, the regular party goers
are amazed and confused to see
them. Why is that? Are people not
supposed to be able to have time to
themselves, or are they just being
shunned for not “hangin’ out on a
regular basis?”
Jules, a friend of mine who
preferred many nights to herself, fold
me, while she had less drama and
more time for herself, the transition
was hard—to go from parties and
people to home and silence.
I wondered, is this a good idea,
should we all learn to say no to
parties and yes to alone time?
Recently I said no to my work
friends when they asked me to go to
a movie. I worried that they would
think I just did not want to spend time
with them and their feelings would
be hurt. I furthermore dreaded the
drama of gossip and the resentment
that would arise. But the next time
I worked with them, I was delighted
to see that they were happy to see
me...and truthfully I was happy to
see them because I was more awake
and ready to be around people. I
guess a night-off for me was great
for all of us.
Maybe Lucy was onto something
and being alone is a blessing; but
then, will we begin to yearn for
that fullness and wellbeing of
other people?
As I bit into the last gingerbread
cookie of the box and the credits
began their 10-minute scroll up
the screen, I blew out my candle
and headed off to bed. This was a
very pleasant semi-night off, but I
knew that there has to be a balance
in being alone and being social; to
appreciate a social life sometimes
a box of cookies, a movie and
reflection can be the best cure for a
thing called life.

Brittany Fischer

Dear Otter Nation,

Managing Editor
Kristina Kendrick

The staff at the Otter Realm hopes that the fall break treated readers
well this year. They also hope that everyone was able to pick up an issue
of our Thanksgiving Day inspired issue over the break.
In anticipation of the upcoming Winter break, and the acknowledgement
that many students will be leaving campus at different times the Otter
Realm will release two back to back issues. This issue is the first
installment of the pair. The next will be out Dec. 13.
Recently, the Otter Realm received notification from Teledramatics

Arts and Technology [TAT] student, Stephanie Culhane, that in the article,
“CSU Monterey Bay Film Students Rank 21 in the Apple Insomnia Film
Festival,” reporter, Evan Fitzgerald, had omitted the fact that one of the
judges for the competition, Luis Valdez, was the founder of the CSUMB
TAT program.
Fitzgerald responded, “After receiving feedback from my article about
the Apple Insomnia Film Festival I felt the need to explain it’s purpose.

I was trying to chronicle the work of the student groups in the program
so that their work is appreciated.” Fitzgerald continued that he felt the
inclusion of that information would not add to the story, and since the
Otter Realm is a student newspaper “it is only reasonable to report on the

students.”
Look for Lindsay Cesmat, Editor-In-Chief of the Otter Realm’s,
response to Culhane’s letter for a different perspective. The Ombuds
article only reports the responses of the Otter Realm staff and none of the
responses highlighted are representative of the Otter Realm as a whole.

Copy Editor
Rose Fellom-Morris
Photo Editor
Juleen Johnson

News Editor
Elliott Singer

Assistant News Editor
Mary Freeman

Sports Editor Kate Kiechle

Arts Editor

Sean Tibbitts
Laura Newell

Advertising Manager
Jennifer Seregos
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Sincerely, Mary Freeman
Assistant News Editor, Staff Reporter

Grant Haney

Alex Hawes
Garrett Jones

Jenna McKay

oTtter Oopss

Ryan Murray
Elvia Silva

Summer Snell
Quinn To

Page 4: In “End Hostilities, Oscillate Tranquilities,” the story continues on

Michael Tyler
Richard Welshiemer

page 5.

Page 5: Headline should read “Peace and Pentagon Papers: A night with Daniel

Production Staff
Lindsay Cesmat

Ellsberg”

Sean Tibbits

Page 6: Elliott Singer is the news editor and Ryan Murray is a staff reporter.

Elliott Singer

Page 9: In “Sexual Healing; Chaste Again,” Trevor Cherry is from Hanford and

Brittany Fischer
Laura Newell

not Hayward.

Kristina Kendrick

Page 16: In “Against the Odds: A Golfer’s Road Home,” the caption should

read, “Jackson swings on the links.”

Kate Kiechle

Page 15: In the crossword, Clue 15, down should end in the word
confrontation.

Dana Bengtson
Erin Sears

Chris Brunetti
Adviser Juanita Darling
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person on
If you could invite any
Campus person dead or alive to
your holiday dinner who
would it be and why?
“Elvis because he’s go those hips that shake
so fine. "" Amy Gallegos, Marine Biology,
Junior

“My dead grandfather who
just passed away this year. I
would like to spend one more
Christmas with him. ’’ Dante
Green, HCOM, Junior
“Jesus, since it’s about him,
I could get connections to
him. ’’ Daniele de Marco, TAT,
Freshman

“The pope at the beginning of
the crusades (Urban II) because
he ultimately started the end
ofthe world. ’’ Nick Castilh
TMAC, Senior

“Audrey Hepburn because she is
my idol. She’s elegant and classy
and she workedfor UNICEF and
did a lot ofgood things. ’’ Katelyn
Peck, SBS, Sophmore
Down

1. Alvin the chipmunk wanted this for Christmas.
2. Name of Josh Gorban’s new Christmas Album.
3. A dradle is made of this.
4. “ Crying up the lum “ is how some Scottish children tell Santa Claus their Christmas gift wishes.
This means to sick your head up this and shout out your desires.
5. Charles Dickens wrote this holiday Classic.
6. Brenda Lee was doing this around the Christmas tree.
7. This is another name for Old Saint Nick.
8. In Oaxaca, Mexico, Christmas Eve is also the Night of these roots, where they are cut into animal
shapes.
9. Hiding this nut inside rice pudding is a Christmas custom in Sweden. Whoever gets it has good luck
for the New Year.
10. Deck your Halls with boughs of this red and green Christmas bush
13. This popular Barnum children’s cracker was introduced in 1902 as a Christmas ornament.
14. January 1st, 1886 this parade was first held as the tournament of these flowers.

Across
5. In an interview with USA today, this High School Musical star has a pair of Christian Louboutin
heels on her Christmas wish list.
7-.The reason the Duch eat this bird for Christmas is because it scratches the ground, which symbolizes
scratching the earth over the old year.
11. Joel Poinsett was the United States’ first ambassador to Mexico and the developer of this popular
Christmas flower.
12. This popular Christmas candy has its debut and was given out by a choirmaster in 1670 to quiet the
noisy children.
15. The celebration of Christmas was banned in this East Coast city from 1659 to 1681. Anyone show
ing Christmas spirit was fined 5 shillings. This was due to the pilgrim’s belief that it was a decadent
celebration.
16. An excuse to steal a kiss.
17. Elvis Presley sang about this color of Christmas.
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